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Transcript 
James T. Jeremiah: 
We have arranged to have the cross country for Christ team at chapel this morning. And they were going 
to show some pictures and this is no place to show pictures. And we're still having electronic problems 
with the closed circuit television. We hope pretty soon that we'll be able to solve this and be able to 
then go in our regular chapel schedule. And since we did not know for sure that we could not use the 
fellows today until late then I was placed in a position where, though I am not supplying this morning for 
absentee visiting guests, I am for fellows that can't do their program, because the lack of the equipment. 
I'd like to say a word or two about the Wednesday chapels that we've called the president's chapel. And 
we want to make this as interesting as we can. Next week in chapel, every day, there will be a graduate 
of the school who will be preaching. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
You'll be interested in meeting these men. And I'm sure they'll have something to say of interest, and 
they'll be speaking as we lead up to homecoming. This will take place every chapel service next week. 
We're planning some times during the year on Wednesday, we'll have some interviews. We hope to 
have some films that will have a message. I thought of the possibility also of asking you to submit 
questions that may be of interest. I'm not sure we can answer them. And if there are questions that 
have no relevance, we will not use them. But if they are, we'd like to know what you're thinking. We ask, 
maybe you have questions about the school, about its operation, about the program, about the future. 
We'll try our best to answer these. And of course, we'd be delighted if you have some Bible questions 
that we could discuss. If you'd like to participate in this, then you write off the questions and see that 
they're placed in my office to my secretary or to me, or in my box. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And through the months ahead, we'll try to use some of them if they will be helpful to you. Now this 
morning, I'd like to ask you to open your Bibles to the 22nd chapter of Luke. And probably not have time 
to finish what I'd like to do today, but I'm going to at least start and see what we can get out of a 
message, out of a scripture that is rather strange, rather different. And perhaps it will be helpful to us 
today. Luke chapter 22 verse 31, I was interested in listening to the scripture read this morning and with 
song that we had as a special number, and it fits in here very well. Verse 31, Luke 22, "And the Lord said, 
Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, demanded to have you. That he may sift you as 
weak. But I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not. And when thou art converted or when you're 
turned again, changed again, strengthen thy brethren. And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with 
thee both in the prison and to death." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
"And he said, I tell thee Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shall thrice deny that 
thy knowest me. And he said unto them, when I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye 
anything? And they said, nothing. Then said he unto them, but now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, 
and likewise his scrip. And he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one. For I say unto 
you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me. And he was reckoned among the 
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transgressors for the things concerning me have an end." The other gospel records do not record this 
interesting 36th verse. "He that hath no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
In the days when Christ's ministry was particularly related to healing, preaching in the Galilean area, He 
had many followers, but as he approaches now, the time of the cross, the opposition arises. This sword 
here, must of necessity be a figurative one for a number of reasons. First of all, in the sermon on the 
Mount, the Lord, Jesus told his disciples that when they were smitten to turn the other cheek, they were 
told to love their enemies. And in his own perfect example, he did not use a sword. There's no record in 
the scriptures that Jesus ever used a sword. He forbid his disciples to use a sword. We're told in 
Matthew 26:52, "Put up thy sword. They that take the sword will perish by the sword." And now he tells 
us, or tells his disciples that they are to trade their garment, their outer garment, their cloak for a sword. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Now, Simon Peter was a genuine incurable literalist. Or as you'll read on in the chapter to verse 50, you 
discover that Simon Peter took up a sword and he cut off the ear of the priest's servant, high priest's 
servant. And as someone has mentioned, the only thing about Simon Peter, that you could say there, he 
had a poor aim. He didn't intend to cut off his ear. He aimed at the fellow's head. He was a literalist. He 
took this sword literally. Now, as we think about this today, I think there are some lessons for us as 
Christians, especially those of us who are involved in serving the Lord in the daily living and in Christian 
service. To his disciples and to us, he commands that we put a sword on a higher level of importance 
than a robe. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
That the sword is more important than appearance, or comfort, or ease. There are three things I want to 
leave with you today about this message from the Lord. It, first of all, deals with a position of 
condemnation. You notice in the scripture, verse 37, "He was reckoned among the transgressors. He was 
classed among the lawless. He was put among the outlaws. We were enemies reconciled by his death." 
The Lord Jesus Christ, in this particular instance, as we think about this sword is telling us of his 
condemnation, reminding us that we are to be identified with this. The Bible tells us clearly that he bore 
our sin, wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
When it says he was wounded for our transgressions, it refers to the idea that he took our rebellion. 
When we were enemies, we were reconciled by his death. And as we live the Christian life, it is of vital 
importance that each one of us have some concept, a biblical concept, of the great doctrinal central 
truth of the Bible. And I referr to the vicarious substitutionary death of Christ. When he was reckoned 
with the transgressors. That means he was identified with us, enemies, alienated, hated, hateful toward 
God. He took our sins. He bore them. It also suggests to me, not only that he bore our sins, but in taking 
this instrument of warfare, this sword, we bear his reproach. And that day when he gave this message, 
take a sword was to become a criminal or an outlaw. Perhaps we might think of it as the person today 
who carries concealed weapons and is identified with the outlaws. Well, to have a sword was either to 
be in the military, defending the nation or to be identified with the criminals or the outlaws of the time. 
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James T. Jeremiah: 
Then that suggests that if we are to take a sword, take the place of a criminal, take the place of reproach 
that we then bear his reproach. There are multiplied thousands of Christians who delight in the great 
truth that Jesus bore our sins in his own body on the tree. We rejoice to know that the sin question is 
settled forever, and we'll never have to face the judgment of God because the judgment of God came 
upon the son of God when he was numbered with the transgressors. That's one side of it. But the other 
side of it is what do we bear for him? The word of God in many places, and let me give you a few, 
reminds us that we are to bear his reproach. To bear his reproach is if necessary to be insulted in his 
place. Paul wrote toTimothy in First Timothy 4:10. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And he said, "We both labor and suffer reproach because we trust in the living God, we bear reproach 
because we trust in the living God." We don't want to do that. We'd far rather identify ourselves with 
the world so we can go with the crowd and they wouldn't know that we're Christians, if we can, but the 
Bible teaches us that if he bore our sins, we ought to be willing to bear his reproach. Let me give you 
another verse. 1 Peter 4:14, "If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye." Hebrews 13:13, 
"We're to go without the camp and suffer with him and bear his reproach, or literally bear his insult." 
Hebrews 11:26, "Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt." Sell your 
cloak, sell your coat, buy a sword. Get rid of your comfort. Get rid of the nice appearance as the world 
looks at it and identify yourself with the one who bore our transgressions. Young people, it is never an 
easy thing. It's never a popular thing to take your stand for a crucified Christ, one who was reproached 
by the world. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
It's never a popular thing to do that. It's never a popular thing to become a Bible Christian. And we 
ought to face this today because there seems to be a trend, even among the people of God that the way 
to win the battle is to make the gospel palatable to the depraved mind. And that is not possible. You 
can't accommodate the gospel in living, in message, in music or in methods. In our God there is a 
reproach that comes with being identified with Christ and he says in these verses, it seems to me, that 
the word of God wants us to take the cross, to take the sword and become identified with this one who 
died in the place of a criminal. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
One of the great weaknesses in the so called neo-evangelicalism today is this whole business of 
accommodation. An attempt to make the gospel and the message of the Bible palatable to the depraved 
mind. And it never can be made that way. It never can be that way. Paul did not accommodate his 
message to the Athenians. He did not become what the Athenians were. He came where they were and 
he related the message of Jesus Christ to these people. And so the first thing that this brings to our 
attention this morning, as we think about selling your robe and buying a sword, it suggests the idea of a 
position of condemnation in the world. That because of our position, we will of necessity be opposed. 
We will be hated. We don't like that. We'd like to have a message that would be acceptable to 
everybody. But you count on it young people, you take your stand for the Christ who bore your sins, and 
you're going to bear his reproach. 
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James T. Jeremiah: 
Now this suggests also a pathway of conflict. "He that hath no sword, buy one." Now there were 12 
disciples. And If they all had a sword, well, they ought to be able to do something. 12 swords or 12 
million swords would not keep him from the cross. This sword that we're to take suggests the idea of 
the certainty of conflict. "Ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake", said Jesus. There is today 
conflict for the Christian in every realm. I suspect that every freshman who came to this school a few 
weeks ago with a rosy outlook on life and that Cedarville College was going to be, at least the vestibule 
to the millennium, have discovered somewhere along the way that there's a battle going on. Now don't 
let that battle discourage you. Thank God for it. It's part of the Christian life. If you have been saved and 
you haven't been in a battle, you better ask why. I was saved when I was 19, as I told you before. Before 
I was saved, I never had any problem with the devil. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I was going his direction. But as soon as I trusted the Lord, from that day to this, there's been a battle. 
There's been a conflict. There is today, a conflict for the Christian in the realm a lot of things. Let me talk 
about a few of them. The realm of the material. I'll guarantee some of you have already said to yourself, 
why am I paying money to go to school, to get a college education? When I could be out driving trucks, 
or I could be out working in construction, or I could be working in a store, or like working in an office and 
I could make more money than some college graduates. Yeah, that's right. If all you have in mind, is a 
college education to amass material things, you have about lost the battle already. But I know there's a 
battle here. The Lord Jesus knew that. He said, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness 
and all these things will be added unto you." Take the sword, there's going to be a battle. You're going 
to assume the position of the battle. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And the battle is on. The rich farmer is an illustration of this. All of these people who take the job that 
offers the most money in order that they might be able to retire early, never live to retire. Oh so often in 
the battle the devil puts the material out in front of us. I think of all the States I've ever visited in this 
wonderful land of ours. And I don't have any reference in degrading the rest of them. Of all the States 
I've ever visited that I really enjoy the most is Colorado. I tell you to live in that place and see those 
mountains, there's something in it. I heard of a man I think who lived in that State. He bought a beautiful 
place where he could see the mountains. He built a beautiful home, had a nice place in which to live. 
And he could look out through the picture window and see the snow covered mountains. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
But he also had an interest in trees. So all around his house, he planted trees and shrubs, that finally 
grew so tall that he couldn't see the blue sky, nor could he see the snow covered mountains that he 
loved so much. That's like a lot of us. We're so interested in the trees and the shrubs that we can't see 
the beauty of the mountains. And if you today are being overcome with materialism, take the sword, the 
sword of the spirit, the word of God, and do battle. Get the victory over that. Give God the first place. 
There's a battle going on too in the minds of some concerning the intellectual. 2 Corinthians 11, three to 
four speaks about the minds being corrupted. Ephesians 4 talks about the mind being darkened or the 
understanding being darkened. Paul in Corinthians reminds us that the world by wisdom knew not God. 
Greek philosophers didn't get to God by what they knew. 
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James T. Jeremiah: 
I remember hearing a man say one time that Plato and Socrates and the rest of his crowd, were like men 
standing on a mountain, reaching up toward God and almost reaching him, but missing it. Well, if you'll 
miss God by a half an inch, you've missed him. And just human intellectual pursuits will not reach God. 
And that's not to decry the importance of intellectual pursuits. But if you're having a battle, you need to 
take the sword. Someone has pointed out that some of history's greatest discoveries were made by 
keen observation. We ought to ask God in this battle to give us that. Many men before Galileo seen a 
hanging weight swing with a measured beat. But Galileo saw and applied the principle to the 
measurement of time. He invented the pendulum. One of the world's most important inventions. Many 
men before Samuel Brown had seen spider's webs suspended across a path. But Brown saw a web in his 
garden one day, perceived that a bridge of iron might be built in the same way. He invented the 
suspension bridge. Many men before James Watt had idly watched the bouncing lid of a teakettle. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
But Watt discovered this, observed this and built the first steam engine. Many other inventions have 
been developed apparently by such chance. So-called chance. Why have the inventors been so 
fortunate? Louis Pasteur answered this question when he said, "Chance favors only the minds which are 
prepared." You use your minds to prepare yourself for discernment. And when you find yourself drifting, 
take the sword and go to battle against the temptation. I need not tell you, but I will that there is a 
spiritual battle going on. We wrestle not against wicked spirits. We wrestle against wicked spirits in 
heavenly places, not against flesh and blood. The word of God speaks about those who would depart 
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits in the last times, never in all the history of our nation in 
this world has there been such a turning to the occult. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I read of the school the other day, that boasted that it was the only Christian school in the nation that 
had a course on the occult. I think we ought to have strong courses in the word of God to show what's 
wrong with the occult. You go to the average bookstore and they have bookshelves and book tables 
given over to the occult. Does that say anything to you? It says this to me, that as we come to the last 
days of this age, the devil is using every force he can to take the minds of men and the lives of men. And 
if you think the battle's over in this area, you must think again. We are in a battle. And when the Lord 
told us to put first things first, take the sword, go to battle. He's telling us, there is a battle to be faced. 
Young people, don't you get excited, and thrilled, and enticed by such idiotic things for a Christian as a 
Ouija board and the astrology of the day. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Don't you get to the place in your thinking where you would like to try it for yourself. Or you may 
become a victim of something that will bring disaster to your life. There is a battle going on, take the 
sword. What's the answer? The sword of the spirit? The sword. And cut with it in your own life, and as 
you're serving. There is a battle going on in the realm of the moral. Romans chapter one verses 21 to 32. 
Don't look at it, don't read it now. But that's a description of a moral debauchery of the first century. It 
finds its revealed counterpart, perhaps in what has been discovered in the excavations of Pompeii when 
Mount Vesuvius in AD 79 blew its top, rained 20 feet of ashes, and soot on top of that city before the 
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people could escape and buried them alive. It also buried some of its culture and the pornography of 
Pompeii could fit into the pornography of 1973. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
There's a moral battle going on. Sometime ago, I clipped from the Free Press in Burlington, Vermont this 
article entitled, what price promiscuity. Listen to it young people, listen to it. Venereal disease has 
reached epidemic proportions in the United States and afflicts 2,500,000 persons per year. According to 
a federal advisory commission. It goes on to tell us that within the past decade, the growth of 
permissiveness, and promiscuity, and decline in self-discipline the decline in self-discipline as a result of 
rejecting moral codes, which formerly helped maintain controls have opened the gates to a flood of 
destructive forces, which could blot out all the progress achieved toward bringing these diseases under 
control. We Americans take pride in our freedoms. In some areas we insist on freedom to the point of 
complete irresponsibility. We disregard all warnings from those who, from their knowledge, try to guide 
us away from forces of destruction. We insist on doing as we please, whatever the consequences. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
But physical and moral laws continue to operate in the universe. Whether we cooperate with them or 
try to disregard them, there is a moral battle going on. And if the devil, the enemy, could get you or get 
me to yield to temptation and live immorality, he'd be delighted. If he can't get you one way, he'll try 
another. Jesus said, "Sell your cloak, buy a sword, because there's a pathway of conflict ahead of you." 
He knew what he was talking about. He was going to be crucified very soon. And then after he rose from 
the dead and went back to heaven, those whom he had called would be facing the conflict and the 
battle, and the battle has been going on ever since. Now the one thing I like about this above all else is 
that this sword suggests to me the promise of conquest. He said the things concerning me have an end. 
They've reached their fulfillment. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
They're going to be finally settled. There is victory in what would seem to be defeat. Listen to me, the 
cross of Christ was not a defeat. It was a victory, because God raised him from the dead. Now, as we 
think of this sword that we have, it does not only suggest defensive battle. It suggests offensive battle. 
Did you ever stop to think that God provided the armor for the saints and never provided anything for 
his back? There's nothing in Ephesians six about the armor that protects the back of a Christian. Why 
not? Because he's never supposed to turn his back on the enemy. That's why not. We're not to be 
running. We're not to be routed. We're not to flee. Other than to flee lust. We're to battle, the conquest 
is assured. Thus, we are to obey his commandments, face the enemy, claim the resources, take the 
victory. How do we do it? Keeping our eye on the Lord with our hand on the sword. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I like to watch races. That is fellows who are running in the race. And we're out in Los Angeles a few 
years ago, there was a race going on. And gun went off and the fellows went out, you know. Every bit of 
strength they had to win the battle. And there was a young man in that particular race who was 
supposed to be the winner. He was predicted to win. He had always won. He was running on the inside 
of the track. And as he went round, one of the ends of the track, he noticed out at the side, across the 
other side of the track, that there was a photographer out there taking pictures of the runners. And so 
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gradually as he could, he got himself from the inside of the track to the outside of the track so that the 
photographer wouldn't miss the hero. And he looked at him, you know, and flashed his nicest smile as 
he went by, slowly and the others won the race. That's not the way to win races. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
How is it then? We keep our eyes on the goal. We keep our eyes on the Lord and we don't let ourselves 
get sidetracked by the enemy. Sell your cloak, buy a sword. What does that mean? Well, let me close 
with this brief application. The cloak was the outer garment. It could have been very attractive. It could 
have been very comfortable, very comfortable. There's nothing comfortable about a sword, nothing 
easy about taking a sword. That suggests conflict, battle, suffering, denial. But he said, sell your cloak 
and buy a sword. I have a great interest in nice clothes. I like to see you young people look like you're 
wealthy. And I like to see the faculty look like they're a part of an affluent society. And that's great. But 
listen to me, if you've got more interest in a sharp suit, then you have in a sharp sword, you've got the 
emphasis where it ought not to be. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And I use the suit idea as a symbol of the things that really don't count as much as identification with 
Jesus Christ. There's a battle, there's a warfare. Jesus said, "Take a sword. No matter what it costs you, 
that's your lot in life." This is not a comforting message. But I tell you young people, there is a battle and 
we'd better be ready for it. And we don't get ready for it by sleeping, loafing, forgetting our 
responsibilities to God. We do it by taking the sword and putting the battle emphasis where it ought to 
be. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Our father. We thank thee today for this chapel, for these young people. What a group of soldiers they 
are. What a battle they face. They face battles that some of us know nothing about. But oh God, we pray 
that by thy grace, they shall know the significance of victory as they put their trust in Jesus and walk in 
obedience to his teaching and do his will. And as out yonder in the future, as now, the battle rages. They 
will not be defeated, they'll not be conquered. They will be winners. Grant it, Lord, for thy glory. In 
Jesus' name. Amen. 
 
